
TABLE 7.8-1


IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVES 2, 3, 4, AND 5 ON VISUAL/AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS
Action/Event
Frequency
Duration
Scope
Direct Impacts
Indirect Impacts

Ice Roads – Construction
Once
All winter
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
Minor - To oil field personnel from intrusion of equipment and lighting for ice road construction; to Nuiqsut residents due to a faint glow on the horizon as a result of lighting from construction activities.
None anticipated.

Ice Roads – Operations
Annually
All winter
6 to 9 miles (9.7 to 14.5 km) offshore route.
Minor - To oil field personnel from intrusion of equipment and lighting for ice road construction; to Nuiqsut residents due to a faint glow on the horizon as a result of lights from equipment for ice road construction. 
None anticipated.

Island – Construction
Once
3 Months
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
Minor – To Nuiqsut residents due to a faint glow on the horizon as a result of lighting from construction activities; to oil field workers from intrusion of equipment; area subjected to minor visual impacts of the island and facilities. 
None anticipated.

Island – Operation/ Maintenance
Annually
15 years
Within 20 miles (32 km) of Seal Island.
Minor – To oil field workers and subsistence hunters from intrusion of equipment, personnel, the island, facilities, and the flare; to Nuiqsut residents as a faint glow on the horizon from lights.

Negligible - To bowhead whales from visual impact as a result of infrequent flare operation.
None anticipated.

Offshore Pipeline – Construction
Once
3 Months

(Winter)
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
Minor – To oil field personnel from intrusion of equipment and lighting for pipeline installation; to Nuiqsut residents due to a faint glow on the horizon as a result of lighting from construction activities.
None anticipated.

Offshore Pipeline - Operation/

Maintenance
Rare
15 years
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
None anticipated.
None anticipated.


TABLE 7.8-1 (Cont.)


IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVES 2, 3, 4, and 5 ON VISUAL/AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS
Action/Event
Frequency
Duration
Scope
Direct Impacts
Indirect Impacts

Onshore Pipeline – Construction
Once
6 Months

(Winter)
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
Minor - To oil field personnel from intrusion of equipment and lighting during construction.
None anticipated.

Onshore Pipeline - Operation/

Maintenance
Weekly
15 years
Within a few miles of the construction activities associated with each alternative.
Minor - To oil field workers and subsistence harvesters from creation of the onshore pipeline approach and valve station and, for Alternatives 2 and 3, a new pipeline corridor through previously undeveloped areas.
None anticipated.

Gravel Mining

Construction

Operation
Once

Occasionally
3 Months

(Winter)


Immediate vicinity of gravel mine site.
Minor - To oil field workers from intrusion of equipment and lighting; to Nuiqsut residents due to a faint glow on the horizon as a result of lighting from construction activities.
None anticipated.

Large Oil Spill
Rare
Unknown
Areas contacted by oil. 
Negligible (Winter) - Reduction of quality of visual resources if spill occurred when viewer sensitivity would be low due to darkness and reduced level of outdoor activities; impacts would include staining of shoreline and presence of oil on the water.

Minor (Summer) – Degradation of quality of visual resources if spill occurred when subsistence activities were ongoing (viewer sensitivity would be high). Visual impacts would include heavy equipment, staining of shoreline and tundra, plus presence of oil on the water.
None anticipated

Abandonment
Once
3 to 6 Months
Seal Island and pipeline route, depending on abandonment method.
Beneficial - If all equipment and facilities were removed and the island protection removed.

Minor - During the abandonment process, impacts would be similar, but less than those of construction.  
None anticipated.

Notes:
km
=
Kilometers

N/A
=
Not applicable
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