
TABLE 6.6-2


IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVES 2, 3, 4, AND 5 ON COASTAL VEGETATION AND INVERTEBRATES
Action/Event
Frequency
Duration
Scope
Direct Impacts
Indirect Impacts

Ice Roads - Construction
Once
All winter
Alt. 2 - 262.7 acres (106.3 hectares)

Alt. 3 - 235 acres (95.1 hectares)

Alt. 4 - 180 acres (72.8 hectares)

Alt. 5 - 163 acres (66 hectares)
Minor – To tundra vegetation from delayed snow/ice melt and compressed vegetation for a couple of years after initial construction.
Disturbance of coastal vegetation and invertebrates could affect nesting bird habitat.

Ice Roads - Operations
Annually
All winter
N/A
None anticipated.
None anticipated.

Island - Construction
Once
3 Months
N/A
None anticipated.
None anticipated.

Island - Operation/ Maintenance
Annually
15 years
N/A
None anticipated.
None anticipated.

Offshore Pipeline - Construction
Once
3 Months

(Winter)
N/A
None anticipated.
None anticipated.

Offshore Pipeline - Operation/

Maintenance
Rare
15-years
N/A
None anticipated.
None anticipated.

Onshore Pipeline - Construction
Once
6 Months

(Winter)
Less than 2 acres (0.8 hectares) of tundra habitat for entire pipeline route.
Minor – To coastal vegetation and invertebrates in project area from placement of VSMs and gravel pads.
Disturbance of coastal vegetation and invertebrates could affect nesting bird habitat.

Onshore Pipeline - Operation/

Maintenance
Weekly
15 years
Depends on required activity.
None – To coastal vegetation and invertebrates from operations or planned inspections and maintenance activities.

Minor - To coastal vegetation and invertebrates from offroad vehicles during summer unplanned maintenance and emergency repair activities, if needed.
None anticipated.


TABLE 6.6-2 (Cont.)


IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVES 2, 3, 4, AND 5 ON COASTAL VEGETATION AND INVERTEBRATES
Action/Event
Frequency
Duration
Scope
Direct Impacts
Indirect Impacts

Gravel Mining

Construction

Operation
Once

Occasionally
3 Months

(Winter)

Unknown
Loss of 35 acres (14 hectares) of sparsely vegetated river bar habitat.
Minor - From the loss of river bar habitat.
None anticipated.

Large Oil Spill
Rare
Unknown
Few hundred yards of tundra for onshore spills; coastline areas contacted by oil for offshore spills - up to 200 miles (322 km) from the release site.
Minor - Damage to tundra/coastal vegetation, with recovery potentially taking up to 5 years.

Significant – Mortality of freshwater invertebrates; potential long-term impact to various invertebrate life stages due to contamination of sediments.
Significant – Damage to sensitive coastline vegetation from oil spill response activities.

Abandonment
Once
3 to 6 Months
Alt. 2 - 262.7 acres (106.3 hectares)

Alt. 3 - 235 acres (95.1 hectares)

Alt. 4 - 180 acres (72.8 hectares)

Alt. 5 - 163 acres (66 hectares)
Minor - Similar to ice road and onshore pipeline construction.
None anticipated.

Notes:
Alt.
=
Alternative

km
=
Kilometers

N/A
=
Not applicable
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