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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

Council offers to purchase, protect 
high-value land in western PWS 

The Offer 
Cost 

$34 Million 

Fee Simple 
38,000 acres 

Conservation Easement 
23,000 acres 

Shoreline 
100+ miles 

Exclusions 
Old Chenega Village site, 

small development sites & 
land on Evans and 

Latouche Islands 
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Eshamy Bay and Jackpot Bay have 
long been known as the most 

valuable salmon producing systems in 
western Prince William Sound. Together 
they contain 22 anadromous streams 
producing wild sockeye and pink salmon. 

These areas, valuable for commercial, 
sport, subsistence and recreational uses, 
are targeted for permanent protection if a 
$34 million land deal offered by the 
Trustee Council is approved by the 
Native shareholders of Chenega 
Corporation. 

The Trustee Council formally made the 
offer May 31 to purchase conservation 
easements and fee-simple land totalling 
61,000 acres, including more than 100 

T he Trustee Council Restoration 
Office received 120 proposals 

requesting $33 million in funding for 
research, monitoring and general 
restoration projects during the next fiscal 
year. The Council has targeted 
approximately $16 million for these 
projects during Fiscal Year 1997. 

The FY97 Draft Work Plan, released 
June 25, provides an abstract of each 
proposal, along with draft 
recommendations from Executive 
Director Molly McCammon and Chief 
Scientist Dr. Robert Spies. 

McCammon has recommended that 71 
projects totalling $16.7 million be given 
further consideration at the late August 
Council meeting. Of those, 48 are 
continuing projects and 23 are new. 

miles of shoreline, much of it once 
covered by oil from the Exxon Valdez. The 
Chenega Corporation board of directors 
unanimously endorsed the deal, but it 
must also be approved by two-thirds of 
the village corporation's shareholders. 

"Western Prince William Sound was 
hardest hit by the oil and continues to 
suffer lingering effects from the original 
injuries," said Molly McCammon, the 
Trustee Council's executive director. 
"This is valuable habitat for many of the 
species injured by the spill and it will go 
a long way toward long-term recovery in 
this area." 

Eshamy Bay and Jackpot Bay are 

Continued on page 5 

Communities from the spill area 
submitted 35 proposals, in part due to an 
outreach program initiated by the 
Council. Nearly two-thirds of those 
proposed projects were recommended for 
further consideration. 

In addition to project proposals, the 
FY97 Draft Work Plan includes 

Continued on page 3 
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Oil removal to boost confidence
 
in subsistence, recreational uses
 

M ore than 7 years after the Exxon 
Valdez spilled its cargo in 

Prince William Sound, restoration crews 
will be returning to selected beaches in a 
final effort to remove tar-like pockets of 
oil. 

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council approved expenditures up to 
$1.9 million to conduct a targeted 
cleanup near the Village of Chenega Bay 
in western Prince William Sound. 
Detailed plans for the cleanup are due to 
be finalized by the end of this year with 
the actual work scheduled to begin next 
summer. 

Residents of Chenega Bay, which is 
centered in the area of the Sound 
hardest-hit by the spill, requested the 
cleanup, saying the presence of 
residual oil is a significant problem 
for the community. Residents told the 
Trustee Council that remaining oil 
affects the recovery of injured 
resources and confidence in 
subsistence use of the shorelines. 

The residual oiling is not considered a 
high environmental risk to the 
resources, but the Council endorsed the 
plan in an effort to boost public 

Oil residues remain on popular 
subsistence beaches like this one 
on Evans Island. Above, ADEC's 

Diane Munson, Department of 
Interior Trustee Alternate Deborah 

Williams, Larry Evanoff of 
Chenega Bay and ADEC's Mark 

Broderson check the beach for oil 
during a 1994 survey. Below is a 

small sample of asphalt-like oil 
found on the beach. 

confidence in the subsistence and 
recreational use of the tidelands. 

For Chenega villagers, the tar-like 
remains have been compared to litter in 
a food-gathering area or patches of 
asphalt and mousse in a garden. 

"It's clear that the impact of this spill 
on local residents is still hard-felt," said 
Molly McCammon, executive director of 
the Trustee Council. 

"We will never be able to remove 100 
percent of the oil from these beaches," 
she said. "However, we can target some 
of the most significant areas in terms of 
public use and make significant 
improvements." 

A 1993 shoreline survey of Prince 
William Sound identified 225 locations 
with residual surface oiling, asphalt or 
mousse. The Chenega-area cleanup will 
target surface oil found at eight sites on 
Latouche, Evans and Elrington Islands. 
Those shorelines are covered with heavy 
boulders which hide the oil and protect 
it from the natural cleaning action of 
waves. 

Tentative plans call for using all 
available cleaning methods on the 
selected beaches, including intensive 
manual cleanup, use of cleaning agents, 
cold-water flushing and bioremediation. 
One possibility could be to spread a 
commercial product known as PES-51 
over some areas to help break up the oil. 
Cold water would be used to flush the 
oil and the surfactant to the tideline 
where both would be trapped by booms 
and scooped up. The advantage of PES
51 over other chemicals is that it can 
easily be removed from the water 

The Department of Environmental 
Conservation will oversee the cleanup. 
The Prince William Sound Economic 
Development Corporation will 
coordinate contracting for the cleanup, 
using local companies and local labor. 
The corpora tion is the Alaska Regional 
Development Organization for the 
area. 



A«~«st 19961XestotzatwH. Update 

A Significant number of Pacific 
herring sampled from one spawn

on-kelp pound fishery in Southeast 
Alaska have been shown to carry the 
same deadly and contagious virus 
associated with the 1993 crash of the 
herring fishery in Prince William Sound. 

After the Prince William Sound 
herring fishery crashed, it was 
determined that Viral Hemorrhagic 
Septicemia Virus (VHSV) exists at 
background levels in many populations 
of herring. But what caused the sudden 
spread of the disease? 

Gary Marty, of the University of 
California-Davis, looked to stress as a 
major contributing factor. 

"It's like cold sores in humans," he 
said. "We carry around the herpes virus 
with no troubles, but under stress we 
exhibit cold sores. When the herring are 
stressed, they begin to exhibit lesions 
from VHSV and they die." 

Stress can be caused in several ways, 
such as lack of food, pollution, and 
crowded conditions. Marty, in a study 
funded by the Trustee Council, decided 
to look for stress in the high-density 
environment of a pound fishery, in which 
several tons of herring are captured and 
placed in cages to spawn on a limited 
supply of kelp. The herring are then 
released back to the general population. 

Marty sampled herring from the 
pound fishery in Craig and estimated 
that approximately 15 percent of the 
herring being released may have had the 
virus. "In my opinion, VHSV prevalence 
of 15 percent in released fish would be a 
serious threat to the fishery," he said. 

Marty cautioned that the results are 
preliminary. The data demonstrate a 
strong need for further study, but no real 
conclusions, he said. 

Regardless of whether further studies 
conclude 

at disease outbreaKs 
associated with pounds is a 
problem, it should not be considered a 
threat to the pound fishery, Marty said. 
According to John Wilcock, ADF&G 
research biologist, there are management 
alternatives that would allow permit 
holders to continue the fishery, including 
open pounding, in which the kelp is 
moved to the fish instead of the fish 
moved to the kelp. 

In managing the herring, ADF&G 
already assumes 100 percent mortality 
from the pound fishery, so another 
alternative is to not release the fish placed 
in the pounds. 
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Draft Work Plan 
Continued from Page 1 

information regarding proposals for 
archeological repositories, reduction of 
marine pollution, support for the habitat 
protection program and public 
information, science management and 
administration. 

Comments on the draft work plan 
should be received at the Restoration 
Office by the end of the day August 9, 
1996. A public meeting on the work plan 
will be held at 7 p.m. August 6 at the Oil 
Spill Public Information Office, 645 G 
Street in Anchorage. The public can 
participate via teleconference through 
local Legislative Information Offices or 
by calling Rebecca Williams at the 
Council office (278-8012). 

CategOry Explanation No.of· 
Projects 

FY96Cost 

Fund 
Project has high technical merit 
with significant contribution toward 
achieving restoration objectives. 

13 $1,882,400 

Fund 
Contingent 

Same as above except that certain 
issues need to be resolved. 
Project recommended for approval 
if these issuse can be resolved. 

43 $12,732,800 

Defer 
Decision 

A decision on funding cannot be 
made without more information. 
Defer decision until November or 
December 1996. 

15 $2,129,000 

TOTAL 71 $16,744,200 

Do Not 
Fund 

Project is not legally permissable, 
has technical problems, or would 
not significantly contribute to 
restoration objectives. 

49 $13,978,200 

This table summarizes the executive director's preliminary recommendations on the research. monitoring. 
and general restoration projects. 
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T he formal groundbreaking for the 
Near Island Research Facility in
 

Kodiak was part ceremony and part
 
celebration.
 

Construction on the $18 million salt 
water research facility was made possible 
through a cooperative effort between 
seven federal, state and local agencies. 
About half of the funds will come from 
criminal and civil fines levied against 
Exxon after the 1989 oil spill. 

Deborah Williams, assistant to 
Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt, said 
the event illustrated the resurrection 
occurring throughout the spill area. 
"We've been able to turn this disaster 
into remarkable things," she said. 
"We've taken a death and made 
something alive." 

Williams noted that the trustees have 
focused strongly on protecting the 
habitat of the Kodiak area. So far, the 
trustees have spent $170 million 
protecting 279,000 acres of land on 
Kodiak, Afognak and Shuyak Islands. 
"And we're not done yet," she said. 

The research facility will house offices 
and laboratories for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, University of Alaska, 
and the National Park Service. 

The Trustee Council's purchase of 
26,665 acres on Shuyak Island from the 
Kodiak Island Borough ineluded an 
agreement that $6 million of the purchase 
price would be contributed to the 
research facility. 

The Alaska Legislature appropriated $3 
million using money from the criminal 
settlement with Exxon. The remaining $9 
million will be financed through revenue 
bonds to be paid from the long-term lease 
with the NMFS. 

?:>f1ye 51 
Near 
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Photo by Cecil Ranney, Kodiak Daily Mirror 

Construction of the Near Island Research Facility officially began with ceremonial shoveling by, from 
left, Don Collinsworth, Senator Ted Stevens, Borough Mayor Jerome Selby, Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer, 
University President Jerome Komisar, Fish and Game Commissioner Frank Rue and Katmai National 
Park Superintendent Bill Pierce. 

Chenega 
Cont. from Page 1 

among the highest ranked parcels in the 
oil spill area for restoration of injured 
resources. The area has important 
restoration value for many of the species 
hit hardest by the spill, including harbor 
seals, harlequin ducks, marbled 
murrelets, pigeon guillemots, sea otters, 
sockeye salmon, Dolly Varden and 
cutthroat trout. The lands include most 
of Chenega Island, Flemming Island, the 
northern half of Evans Island and the 
southern tip of Knight Island. 

The habitat package would include the 
outright purchase of nearly 38,000 acres, a 
portion of which would be managed as 
part of the Chugach National Forest. 
Other portions would be managed by the 
State of Alaska as a marine park. 
Conservation easements would protect 

another 23,000 acres. 
The Native village corporation would 

keep the original village site of Chenega, 
which was destroyed in the 1964 
earthquake. The rest of Chenega Island 
would be protected through conservation 
easements with the southern quarter of 
the island being off limits to the public. 
Chenega Corporation would also keep 
several small development sites ranging 
in size from 30 acres to 1.5 acres, with any 
future development consistent with 
restoration objectives. 

If approved, the purchase will be the 
seventh in a series of large habitat 
protection agreements stemming from 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The Trustee 
Council has already purchased title, 
conservation easements or timber rights 
to 361,790 acres in the Kodiak, Cook Inlet 
and Prince William Sound regions. 

The area has 
important restoration 
value for many of the 
species hit hardest 
by the spill, including 
harbor seals, 
harlequin ducks, 
marbled murrelets, 
pigeon guillemots, 
sea otters, sockeye 
salmon, Dolly Varden 
and cutthroat trout. 
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Community 
Notes 

Local 
Community 
Facilitators 

Gary Kompkoff 
Tatitlek 

325-2311 

Don Kompkoff 
Chenega Bay 

573-5132 

Mlaffernfeganack,Jr. 
Port Graham 

284-2227 

Tina Mlheeler 
Valdez Native Tribe 

835-5589 

Hans Petersen 
Nanwalek 
281-2275 

Victor Ashenfeffer 
Qutekcak (Seward) 

224-3118 

Bob Henrichs 
Eyak Tribal Council (Cordova) 

424-7739 

Hank Eaton 
Kodiak Tribal Council 

486-4449 

Virginia Aleck 
Chignik Lake 

845-2212 

Scientists and 
researchers have 

come to understand 
that traditional 
knowledge is a 
valuable tool in 
studying the 
ecosystems damaged 
by the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill. But how do 
researchers go about 
tapping into the 
wealth of insights 
from local residents? 

Taking a break during a visit to Kodiak Island communities, from left to right, Executive Director 
Molly McCammon, Kodiak-area Community Involvement Facilitator Hank Eaton, PAG member 
Brenda Schwantes, Community Coordinator Martha Vlasoff and ADF&G biologist Dan Moore.In April, that 

question was discussed during a two
day workshop on how to best use 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge. The 
workshop resulted in development of 
draft protocols, which included the 
following statement: 

"Working in, around, and with 
communities requires sensitivity to their 
cultures, customs, and traditions. 
Successful working relationships are 
built on mutual respect and trust. These 
protocols describe major elements of a 
research partnership, but their 
application depends on using common 
sense and acting with common 
courtesy." 

The draft protocols were circulated in 
the spring. A revised version 
incorporating comments received will 
be circulated later this summer. 

Executive Director Molly McCammon 
and community coordinator Martha 
Viasoff visited Kodiak Island villages in 
March to hold informational meetings 
about ongoing restoration efforts. 

The overriding concern expressed by 

the communities was their concern to be 
prepared for the next oil spill. The 
lifting of the oil export ban means oil 
tankers will be passing by Kodiak on 
their way to North Pacific Rim countries 
and villagers said they are incapable of 
protecting themselves from another 
spill. Linda Freed, of the Kodiak Island 
Borough, has been working on acquiring 
oil spill response equipment to help 
villagers protect subsistence resources. 

Crab enhancement was another big 
concern. Several villagers wanted to 
know if aquaculture programs could 
help bring crab populations back to pre
spill levels. Crab populations were on 
the decline before the spill, but 
completely disappeared after the spill, 

.they said. They wondered why crab and 
shrimp have not been put on the list of 
injured resources. McCammon directed 
Science Coordinator Stan Senner to work 
with ADF&G to prepare a report on the 
status of crab populations in the oil spill 
area. 

Hunt 
JOins 

Council 
staff 

Joe Hunt, a former 
reporter with the 

Anchorage Times and 
the Peninsula Clarion, 
has joined the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council as 
communications 
coordinator. 

While writing for the Anchorage Times, 
Hunt spent three years reporting on 
Alaska's natural resources and 

Joe Hunt 

environmental issues. He served as lead 
reporter for the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
before moving to Kenai to open the Times' 
Kenai Peninsula Bureau. Most recently, 
Hunt served as public information officer 
and constituent relations assistant for 
Governor Tony Knowles. 

As communications coordinator, Hunt 
will oversee development of publications 
and work with media representatives 
worldwide to provide information on 
restoration efforts. 
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These documents and reports are available at the 
all Spill Public Information Center, 645 GSt, 
Anchorage, AK 99501, or by calling 907/278
8008, toll-free within Alaska at 800/478-7745, or 
toll-free outside Alaska at 800/283-7745. 

Reports • Archaeology 
-----.~~-----~-------_._._~ 

1994 EVOS report, spillarea site and collection plan, 
Restoration Project Final Report, Bittner, J.E. and 
D.R. Reger. 

Archaeological site monitoring and restoration, 
Restoration Project 1994 Annual Report, Reger, 
D. et al. 

Birds 
Experimental harlequin duck breeding survey in 

Prince William Sound, Restoration Project 1994 
Annual Report, Rosenberg, D.H. 

Harbor Seals 
----_. 
Habitat use, behavior, andmonitoring ofharborseals 

in Prince William Sound, Restoration Project 
1994 Annual Report. Frost, K.F. et al. 

Habitat use, behaviorand monitoring ofharborseals 
in Prince William Sound, Restoration Project 
1993 Annual Report, Frost, K.F. and L.F. Lowry. 

Herring 
The impact of adult pre-spawn herring on 

subsequent progeny, Restoration Project 1994 
Annual Report, Carls, M.G. et al. 

Forage fish stUdy in Prince William Sound, 
Restoration Project 1994 Annual Report, UAF 
School of Fisheries. 

The Restoration Update is published 
approximately six times a year by the 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Its 
purpose is to update interested members of 
the public about actions, policies and plans 
ofthe Trustee Council to restore resources and 
services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

For more information, mailing address 
correction or to request future articles on 
specific subjects, contact: 

Executive Director • Molly McCammon 

Director ofOperations • Eric Myers 

Editor· Joe Hunt 

o Printed on recycledpaper 

. . . 
Exxon Valdez OIl SpIll Trustee CounCIl, 645 G
 
Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
 

Telephone: . .
 
907/278-8012, Toll free withIn.
 

A1askaar 800/478-7745, Toll-free ~~
 
outside Alaska at 800/278-7745 • •
 
FAX: 907/276-7178 

. 
osplc@muskox.alaska.edu 
http://www.alaska.netl-ospic

'-------------------' --SubtIdal momtormg: recovery of sedIments m the 

Pink Salmon 
Injury to pink salmon eggs and preemergent fry 

incubated in oiled gravel (laboratory study), 
Restoration Project 1994 Annual Report, Heintz, 
R.A. et al. 

Instream habitat and stock restoration for salmon, 
Otter Creek Barrier bypass subproject, 
Restoration Project 1994 Final Report, 
Wedemeyer, K. and D. Gillikin. 

Instream habitat and stock restoration for salmon, 
Shrode Creek barrier bypass subproject, 
Restoration Project 1994 Final Report, 
Wedemeyer, K. and D. Gillikin. 

Use of aerial photograph, channel-type 
interpretations to predict habitat availability in 
small streams, Restoration Project 1994 Final 
Report, Olson, R.A. 

Injury to salmon eggs andpreemergent fry in Prince 
William Sound, Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment Final Report, Sharr, S. et ai, 1994. 

Shellfish 
Injury to crabs outside Prince William Sound, 

Damage Assessment Final Report, Freese, J.L. 
and C.E. O'Clair. 

Recoverymonitoringandrestoration ofoiledmussel 
beds in Prince William Sound, Restoration 
Project 1993 Annual Report, Babcock, M. et al. 

Recoverymonitoringandrestoration ofoiledmussel 
beds in Prince William Sound, Restoration 
Project 1994 Ann ual Report, Babcock, M. et al. 

Sockeye Salmon 
-----c------=c----c-

Kenai River Sockeye salmon restoration, Restoration 
Project 1994 Annual Report, Tarbox, K.E. et al. 

Restoration ofCoghill Lakes sockeye salmon: 1994 
annual report on nutrientenrichment restoration, 
Restoration Project 1994 Annual Report. 
Edmundson, J.A. et al. 

Kenai River sockeye salmon restoration, Damage 
Assessment 1993 Annual Report, Tarbox, K.E. et al. 

Chinook Salmon 
Chenega chinook releae program, EVOS Restoration 

Project Annual Report, Ferren, H. and J. Milton 

Subtidal 
ate andtoxicityofspilledoil from the Exxon Valdez, 

EVOS Damage Assessment Final Report, Wolf, 
D.A. 

Petroleum hydrocarbons in near-surface sea water 
of Prince William Sound, Alaska, following the 
EVOS, Report number II: Analysis of caged 
mussels, Damage Assessment Final Report, 
Short, J.w. and P. Rounds. 

Hydrocarbon mineralization potentials and microbial 
populations in marine sediments following the 
EVOS, Damage Assessment Final Report, 
Braddock, J.F. et al. 

Nearshore transportofhydrocarbonsandsediments 
following the EVOS, Damage Assessment Final 
Report, Sale, D.M. et al. 

M' b' I f b'd I d' t 'f'
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mIcrobIalpopulatIOns, Restoration Project 1993 
Final Report, Braddock, J.F. and Z. Richter. 

. .. .. 

Northwestern GulfofAlaska, Restoration Project 
1994 Annual Report, O'Clair, C.E. et al. 

Assessmentofoilspill impacts on fishery resources: 
measurement of hydrocarbons and their 
metabolites, and their effects, in important 
species, Natural Resource Damage Assessment 
Final Report, Varanasi, U., et al. 1995. 

Whales 
Assessmentof injuries and recovery monitoring of 

Prince William Soundkiller whales using photo
identification techniques, 1994 Restoration 
Project Final Report, Dahlheim, M.E. and C.O. 
Matkin. 

Assessment of injuries to killer whales in Prince 
William Sound, Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment Final Report, Dahlheim, M.E. and 
C. O. Matkin. 1993. 

Effects ofthe Exxon Valdezoil spill on the abundance 
and distribution of humpback whales in Prince 
William Sound, Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment Final Report, Dahlheim, M.E. and 
O. von Ziegesar, 1993. 

August 6, 7 p.m. 
Public Meeting to comment on the FY 
97 Draft Work Plan. To participate via 
teleconference, contact your local 
Legislative Information Office or 
Rebecca Williams at the Restoration 
Office at 278-8012 or 800/478-7745. 

August 7 
Public Advisory Group will meet to 
discuss FY 97 Draft Work Plan. 
Contact Doug Mutter at 907/271-5011 
for more information. 

August 29* 
Trustee Council meeting on FY97 
Final Work Plan. Contact Rebecca 
Williams for more information at 907/ 
278-8012. 

* Tentative date 

September 18·19 
Public Advisory Group field trip to Port 
Graham and Lower Cook Inlet area. 
Open houses are tentatively 
scheduled as follows: 
September 18 

Port Graham Community Center 

Seldovia Multi-Purpose Room 

11 am 

6:30 pm 

September 19 

Homer City Council Chambers 11 am 
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Knowles applauds Kenai River protections 
River," Knowles said. 

He pointed out that the 
Trustee Council has 
dedicated more than $11 
million to purchase nearly 
17,000 acres ofland 
important to keeping the 
Kenai River healthy. The 
first two Kenai River 
parcels, valued at more than 
$2.4 million, were recently 
concluded. Offers are 

vital components of aTrustees voted during their June pending on several other
 
28 meeting to offer to buy this wide-ranging effort to
 parcels.

76-acre parcel on the Kenai River. protect the Kenai River, The Council also fundedExecutive Director Molly
 
McCammon, Department of Law a key study to identify
 Governor Tony Knowles 

Trustee Alternate Craig Tillery and said recently in dedicating sockeye salmon using
Assistant Attorney General Alex the new Kenai River Center. genetics. This information 

before making their will allow fisheries 
Swiderski check out the property 

"This dedication marks 
recommendations to the Council. the culmination of a great managers to accurately 

deal of effort by many identify salmon stocks by 
people to respond to the river system, therefore 
need for protection and allowing better 
enhancement of the Kenai management of the 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

Bruce. Botelho George T.Frampton,Jr. 
Attorney General Assistant Secretary 
State of Alaska . US Dept. of Interior 

Michele Brown Phil Janik 
Commissioner Regional Forester 

Restoration Office AlaskaDept. of Alaska Region 
645 G Street, Ste. 401 Envfronmental Conservation US Dept of A9riculture 

Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Public Advisory Group 

.. Rupert E. Andrews. James G. King
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commercial catch to ensure 
proper escapement to each 
system. 

Another Council
funded science project is 
looking at the relationship 
between over-escapement 
and the effect on survival 
of salmon fry. 

The Kenai River Center, 
located on the Kenai Spur 
Highway in Soldotna, 
provides visitors with 
information about the 
river and need for habitat 
protection and restoration. 
The center also houses 
state, federal and borough 
agencies and provides 
residents with a single 
location where they can 
get projects reviewed and 
assistance in complying 
with needed permits. 

Steve Pennoyer 
Director, Alaska Region 

... National Marine 
Fisheries Service 

Frank Rue 
Commissioner 

Alaska: Dept. of Fish & Game 
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